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St. John Bosco
Founder of the Salesian Society
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Sal ¢sian School’s 10 Years of Prehistory before Its 60 Years of History

The Prhistory of Salesian School begins in 1941 in the premises of Salesian Missionary House (then: 1, Island Road,
now= 18, Chai Wan Road), immediately after the Japanese invasion of Hong Kong in late December 1941.

The site of war caused many displaced and orphaned boys in Hong Kong. Some of these found refuge in Salesian
Missitary House, left free by the young Salesians who lived and studied there and who, because of World War |I, were
evac ited to Shanghai in 1940. As the Japanese began bombing Hong Kong on December 8th, 1941, part of Salesian
Missimary House was turned into a Military Hospital under the auspices of the International Red Cross. However, on
Decesmber 19th, the “Salesian Mission Atrocity” took place: the invading Japanese massacred all the wounded soldiers
lying ithe hospital and all the male medical staff serving them (24 victims in all). At that time in the House there were
only thee Salesians, Fr. Peter Urbaitis, Sc. Stanislao Luca Wong, and Br. Marco Wong.

In the weeks following the arrival of the Japanese, these three Salesians began taking in the first displaced and
orphaned boys who came to knock at their door. This is how Salesian Missionary House began to be known also as the
“Salesian Orphanage” of Shau Kei Wan, To these children the three Salesians, with the help of some Salesian past
pupils, offered everything they needed: food, lodging, primary schooling, etc. By February, there were already 16 of
them . In March, they rose to 36 with some little boys sent from Aberdeen Technical School or Saint Louis School. At the
end of the war there were dozens of them and by 1949 more than 100. Most of them lived as boarders in Salesian
Missionary House. However, having a regular system of primary schooling, also day bays from the surrounding districts
(mainly Shau Kei Wan) began to be admitted.

If the Lithuanian Fr. Peter Urbaitis can be considered the founder of this new “learning community”, after the first few
years the soul of this primary school for orphans and displaced boys was the (also Lithuanian) Fr. Antonio Perkumas,
assisted by the Rector Fr. Vincenzo Ricaldone and by the young Salesian priest Fr. Alfonso Demmi. Other Salesians
who worked for these boys were Br. Joseph Kapczar, Br. Antonio Narciso, Fr. Gaetano Nicosia, Fr. Achille Cotta, Fr.
Bernard Tohill and others. Some of these boys are still healthy and active in their old age. From time to time they like to
return to their so special Alma Mater.

Fr. Peter Urbaitis, after receiving the first boys, was sent to Instituto Salesiano Macau and, later, to Shaoguan. When it
became impossible to continue missionary work there, he was sent to Italy where he founded a school for Lithuanian
refugees. His last place of work was Brazil, where he built a church and a parish also for Lithuanian refugees. He died
in S&o Paolo, Brazil, on 10 July 1994, aged 83. The continuator of his work in Shau Kei Wan, his fellow-Lithuanian Fr.
Antonio Perkumas, in 1952 was sent to Venezuela, also to take care of Lithuanian refugees. He did this with youthful
enthusiasm for 33 years, He died in Caracas, Venezuela, on the Feast of St. John Bosco (31 January), 1986, aged 77.

In 1948, the new “learning community” housed in Salesian Missionary House, held its first graduation ceremony,
complete with community photo etc. Having reached such a big number of boys, Salesian Missionary House was no
longer able to accommodate them all. The children and their school had to be housed elsewhere. That is why the
so-called “Banana House” was built on the slope below Salesian Missionary House (what is
now Salesian School's Primary Section, 16, Chai Wan Road). In 1951, the new and distinct
Salesian community of Salesian School (Philip Rinaldi Community) was established with Fr.
Ercole Tiberi as first Rector and Fr. Denis Martin as first Vice-Rector. Salesian Missionary
House returned to be the place of initial formation for young Salesians, as it was before World
War Il started, and as it is now.

It is a fine trait of Chinese tradition that, in counting the span of a human life, we should include
also the nine months she/he passed in her/his mother's womb. People are more important than
buildings. 1 think that the birth of a school could be counted from the beginning of its learning
community rather than from the opening of the building housing it at present. That is why
Salesian School could be said to be not 60 years, but 70 years old. The time the earliest
Salesian School boys passed in Salesian Missionary House is like the embryonic stage of this
wonderful learning community that Salesian School is today.

ALERE FLAMMAM!

By Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB

At Salesian Missionary House, March 6th, 2011 ‘E‘rg gb 1}53( IS]‘-‘E’ ]S}‘—LE E % H{ % JH} ja
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