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In 1989, a Taiwanese businessman decided to
open a bookstore which was full of arts and
humanities. Eslite opened in a small space
outside of Taipei. Wu, the businessman,
has demonstrated a sophisticated, culturally
diverse life. Today, the Eslite brand is a chain
of bookstores, an art gallery, a theatre and
performance forum. In some of the stores,
you could find gourmet dining, wine, food and
professional kitchen equipment. The Hong
Kong Eslite outpost is no exception: with
three floors and more than 40,000 square
feet, the mega-store is a fairyland of printed
contributions, offering hundreds of thousands
of titles over one-third of which are English
language. From fashion to religion, interior
design to photography, and with a dose of
business and general trade titles in the mix,
Eslite will make a book-lover’s heart sing —and
teet ache. You won’t want to miss the many
pop-up shops on hand offering handicrafts
and design-related products, among them
soaps, teas, jewellery, wine accessories, and
leather-goods. Cityplaza also has announced
the opening of Eslite Spectrum Hong Kong
at Cityplaza shopping mall in Taikoo in early
2016, taking over two stories of floor area
spanning over 49,000 square feet in the mall.
The lifestyle bookstore will further enhance
Cityplaza’s trade mix and quality retail
offerings.
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At a glance it might seem that the reading culture
in Hong Kong is non-existent and that people
would rather disengage into a game of Pokemon Go
rather than literature. But if you dig deeper you will
discover that Hong Kong’s inclination for books and
reading is far from dead. It’s actually emerging and
this city has a lot to offer in terms of the quantity and
selection when it comes to its bookstores, mainstream
and speciality.

Although Page One bills itself as an expert in art
and design titles, it’s remarkably well-rounded.
Beyond the wall dedicated to fashion books and
the dedicated areas for viewing illustrated books,
readers can find all general fiction and non-
fiction, including the very latest releases. Page
One is also a publisher with an editorial team
based in Singapore, which not only prints and
sells existing titles, but also gets and develops
its own projects, for the most part within the
architecture and design group. A user-friendly
My One membership rewards programme —
with options for both adults and kids — offers
discounts and benefits for regular customers.
Page One outposts can be found in Kowloon
Tong, Harbour City, Terminals 1 and 2 of Hong
Kong International Airport, as well as in Taipei
and across Mainland China. The new two-story
bookstore and lifestyle haven at Harbour City
covers a total area of more than 35,000 square
feet and includes a massive selection of books,
restaurant, bakery, outdoor terrace and huge kids
area.



Its glassy design allows lots of sunlight in
the caté. Despite of its tiny size, its serve no
less than pasta and coffee, which are pertect
to go with some short stories. Cookies and
desserts are also served on the premise.
Outdoor seats are only available when
the inside of it is filled. The surrounding
galleries and bookstores are certainly the
cream of crop.

Café Deédénd (Sheung Wan) -
>4 VA

The caté is a popular place for film-making
because of its unique location. Located at a
dead end, the name of it seems perfect and
natural. At weekends, people with trendy
clothes sit in the sun to enjoy their books
and coffee. A few university students with
a camera strap draping over their shoulders
and more modest clothes may be seen there
as the caté is near the University of Hong
Kong. Customers there may also hear kids’
yelling as Blake Garden is just opposite the
shop.




Reading can be most appropriately compared to
as a lifelong quest for knowledge and pleasure.
Imagine yourself as a new-born baby. You hear
the first sound in your life. Your nose sniffs around
to take in the first smell. Your limbs move in
order to get to know the world around you. They
grip anything available in the surroundings. No
babies can resist the temptation to experience and
understand the brand new world. It is so fresh, so
exciting and it is simply too tempting to resist.
Sometime later, you learn to muster meaningless
sound and not long after, the first language. As a
Hong Konger, we live in a place with a colonial
background. Under the British governance, we
share a long history with many other colonies as
a bilingual community. The Chinese translation
of ‘taxi’, ‘bus’, ‘humour’ and ‘size’ shows the
language’s influence on us before we even know
that they are the literal translation from English.

Having been loaned’ may suggest our weakness in
war, but the weakness in the past turns out favour
us in the modern world. It provided the locals with
an opportunity to learn an international language;
thus, most of us have been nurtured in a bilingual
environment as early as the age of two, or latest
three. This is as well the very same age when we
learnt to speak our mother language, and it is not
long before we set sailing our English reading
journey. All of the boys in our school have been

A

learning English for more than ten years, sadly
though, some of them still find it a mountain too
high for them to climb. Therefore, they refrain
from reading English and gradually the language
becomes distant to them. Sometimes, they become
more and more desperate and unmotivated as they
advance in school. Eventually, reading English
books becomes seemingly inaccessible to them.
Their reading journey ends prematurely.

Isn’t it a pity? To me, knowing two languages but
using only one of them is like blocking one ot our
eyes with our hand. It is watching only one TV
channel out of two available or choosing between
two choices while the MC question offers four. [t is
also unimaginable for me that people give up on a
skill that they have been learning since childhood
without trying to overcome the obstacles which
are often put under microscope. I suggest students
start with short reading passages or some topics
which interest them, for example current issues or
works of a certain genre.

Reading is a journey. It is like travelling around
the globe in a big yacht. Reading is an enjoyment.
It is like delving into a hot spring in winter.
Reading is also a mission. I enjoy the fulfillment
upon the completion of it. Or, reading is the
combination of all of these; it is like going on a
continual lifelong quest.
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Blood memory is a novel written by Greg Iles,
who finds great success in writing thrillers.
The book describes a girl, Cat, who was raised
in a prestigious family in town. She works as a
forensic scientist and she is after a serial killer
who has killed six men in consecutive. With a
secret of hers, Cat is trying her best to work
with people in the police force to uncover the
truth behind the mysterious homicide.

During the investigation, Malik, a psychiatrist,
whose profession is in repressed memory, who
suspected as the mastermind behind the case.
Cat wants to arrest Malik so much that she has
to risk confronting her unbearable repressed
past which she thought as a recurring dream for
years.

When the case has been revealed by the FBI and
is about to come to conclusion, the story takes
a surprising twist. Malik is murdered. But the
more the murderer wants to hide himself, the
more Cat feels her closeness with him. By closely

looking into different evidences available and
her dream, she decides that the homicide has a
connection with her own family, once prestigious
but is about to turn ugly. However, as she delves
into the investigation more, Cat finds her every
move is under surveillance. This pushes her to
the limit and she even starts to question her
tather’s love for her in her childhood.

When Cat and her loving partner finally unfold
the whole story at the end, the truth is almost
too breath-taking to take in. This shows Greg’s
brilliant skills and unbelievable talents. I am
sure there will be difficult words and phrases
for students to understand. Nonetheless, it is a
must-read. Student may start slowly to get hold
of the background of the story and connection
between several characters at the beginning and
they will pick up speed later in the book, and
they will find it unputdownable.
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1. Please name one of the best places to read in Hong Kong recommended in this bulletin.
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