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BOOK SHARING:

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS  vs.Leung Sik Yuen

The book I'd like to share with you today is called ‘The Wind in the

Willows'. N

This is a popular children’s classic. BBC has made a number of » TTI\?"‘!’YJND i
radio productions of this story since it was first published in | Wi LLOW

1908. The author is Kenneth Grahame. He has been brought up enneth G hs =
and spent time by the River Thames. The Wind in the Willows is ” :4;:,/ p D b!‘a ams =
based on the story he told his son. G i el - e

N t‘\’f i o2
General introduction
This story is of river life and friendship.

It focuses on 4 delightful familiar animal characters in England.
Kenneth Grahame has humanized them to make the story
entertaining.

Mole—a mild mannered, home-loving animal
Water Rat—a cultured, relaxed and friendly figure

Toad—good natured, inherited his father's wealth, spoiled,
conceited and impulsive, prone to obsession and crazes.

Badger—a wise hermit figure, a brave and skilled fighter (Call No. 741.5973 GRA)

by Kenneth Grahame

Summary

The story begins with Mole doing his spring house-cleaning. He wanders in the field and meadow and
meets the Water Rat. Water Rat invites him into his boat and spends pleasant afternoons having
picnics and carefree wandering.

Halfway through the story, Rat, Mole and Badger go to help their friend Toad who has a bad habit of
reckless driving. Toad has quite a few adventures. His irresponsible living and extravagance lead to
the loss of his home to other animals.

So what happens to Toad and what will his three friends do?

Messages
Even this is a children’s story, what makes it so entertaining is the humor and the richness of
language. It also gives us a picture of English life by the river.
The story encourages kindness, patience, industry and loyalty.
It captures very well the meaning of true friendship.

e.g. when Badger reprimands Toad’s foolishness, he said * Independence
is very well, but we animals never allow our friends to make fools of
themselves beyond a certain limit and that you've reached.’

If you want to know more about the fun side of this story, the leisure it
describes, the friendship these four have on their moral growth, read
this book. Immerse yourself in the beauty of the language. Enjoy it!
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1. In the book The Wind in the Willows, what bad habit does
one of the characters Toad have?
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